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Introduced by Bernice Sté%n

*No. 73-183 i

2 (L, ORDINANCE NO v, 1900

i

AN ORDINANCE implementing the State Environ- \
mental Policy Act in King County through the ®
adoption of a county environmental policy

and through the provision of procedures for
determining and considering the environmen- %;
tal impact of actions taken by the county. : ' \‘

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY: ) \

SECTION 1. COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY.

King County adopts as its own the policies and objec-

tives of the State Environmental Policy Act of 1971 {RCW 45.21C):

' (a) The county, recognizing that man depends.on hié
biological and physical surroundings for food, shelter, and other
needs, and for cﬁltural enrichment as well; aﬁd recognizing
further>the profound impact of man's activity on the intefrela—
tions of all compqhehts of the natural—énvironment, particularly
the profbuﬁd inflﬁences of population growth, high-density |
urbanization, industrial expansions, resourée utilization and
exploitation, and new and expanding technologiqgl advances and
recpgnizing fﬁrther the critical importance of féstofing and
maintaining environmental quality to the overail welfare and
development of man, declares that it is the continuing policy of
the county,vin cooperation with federal, state and-other iocal
governments and in cooperation with other concerned public and
private organizations, to use all practicqble means and measures
in a manner calculated to fostér and promo£e the general wel-

fare; to create and maintain conditions under which man and

nature can exist in productive harmony, and fulfill the social,

economic and other requirements of present and future generations
: "
of Washington citizens. . - o /
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(b) 1In order to carry out the policy set forth in this
ordinance, it is the contlnuing responsibility of the county to
use all practicable means, consistent with other essential consi-

derations of state and county policies, to improve and coordlnate

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

plans, functlons, programs, and resources to the end that the

state and its citizens may:

(c) The county recognizes that each person has a funda-
mental and inalienable right to a healthful environment and that
each person has a responsibility to contribute to the preservation

and enhancement of the-environment.
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Fulfill the responsibilities of each genera-
tion as trustee of the environment for suc-
ceeding generations;

Assure for all people of'Washington safe,
healthful, productivé,.and esthetically and
culturally iiéasing surroundings;

Attain the w1dest range of beneficial uses of
the envxronment without degradation, risk to
health or safety,_or other undesirable and
unintended consequences;

Preserve important historic, cultural, and
natural aspects of our national heritage;
Maintain, wherever possible, an environment
which supports diversity and variety of
individual choice;

Achieve a balance between population and
resource:use which Qill permit high standards
of living and a wide shafing of life's
amenities; and

Enhance the quélity of renewable resources and
approach the maximum attainable recycling of

depletable resources.
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(d) To the fullest extent possible, the policies, regut

lations and laWS of the state of Washington and ordin3fices of the

county shall be interpreted and administered in accordance with the
policies set forth in this ordinance. .

(e} To the fullest extent posﬁible, the county will
utilize a systematic, interdisciplinary approach which will insure
the integrated use of the natural and social sciences and the
environmental design arts in planning and ip decision making whicl
may have an impact on man's environment,

(£f) Tﬁis ordinance sets forth methods and procedures
which will insure that presently unquantified environmehtal
amenities and values will be gi;en appropriate consideration in
decision making along with economic and technical considerations, |

, {q) The policies and goals setvforth in this ordin-
ance are Supplemehtary to those_set forth_in existing author-

izations of the state and county.

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS.

(a) ."County department"'means any administrative officd
or executive department of King County.

(b} '"Lead agency" means the local, state or federal
agency which proposes to carry out the project or activity or,
where the préject_or activity is to be carried out by a private

person, the agency with the greatest responsibility for approving

uncertainty as to which county department, if any, is the "lead

agency"”, the county executive shall promptly make the designation.
(¢) “"Responsible official" means the director or head off

a county department within which an action orxglnates or is sub-

mitted for a necessary approval.
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(d) "County executive" means the County Executive for
King County described in Article 3 of the Home Rule Charter for
King County, or his duly authorized designee.

(e) "Person" means an individual, partnership, corpora

tion, trust, asSociation, organization,vcooperative or other
member of the public. The term "person” does not inclgde federal.
state or local governments or the agehcies of such governments,
(£) "Non-eounty agency" means any federaliagency, staee

agency, municipal and public corporation, and county other than
King County.

| (g) “"Actions which SLgnlflcantly affect the quality of
the env1ronment" mean those actions resultlng in the existence of
any of the conditions descrlbed in Section 5(a) of thls ordinance
or other actions resulting in comparable 51gn1flcant adverse

effects on the quality of the environment.

SECTION 3. - DETERMINATIONS OF ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNIFICANCH
PREPARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL INMPACT STATE-
MENTS; DECLARATIONS OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT.

~.

(e) The responsible official of each county department
shall determine, as early as possible, subject to whatever review’
procedures the county executive shall establish, the environmentall
51gn1f1cance of any proposed major action by the department. Such
determinations shall be made on elther an actlon category basis,
as prov1ded for in Section 9 of this ordlnance, or on an action by
action basis. Actions within a class qualifying for categorical
exemption under Section % do not reqﬁire a further determination
of significance under_this'section. In the:case of applications
by persons and non-county agencies, the‘responsible'efficiai

shall make a determination of environmental significance ﬁithin

thirty_(30) days of receipt of an adequate written application:
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provided, that when the responsible official requires the'comment
of non-county agencies in making his determination such comment
shall be sought immediately upon receipt of the application and
the responsible official shall have a maximum of thirty (30)
additional days, if necessary, to make the determination of
environméntai significance. 1In the case of applications by
pPersons and non-county agencies where the applicant recommends in
writing that an envifonmental impact statement be prepared because
of the significant impact asserted and stated by the applicant,
.the responsible official shall make a determination of signifi-
cance within fifteen (15) days of such recoﬁmendation.

’ (b) In the case of every proposed action determined by
the responsible official to be a major actlon significantly affect
ing the quality of the env1ronment, the responsible official shall
prepare a detalled environmental impact statement con51stent with
this ordlnance. Provided, that where a proposal is acted upon by
more than one county department or more than one unit of federal,
state or local governﬁent,'two or more of such departments or
units of>governments may agree to jointly prepare an environmental
impact statement; provided further, that where the responsible
official's department is not the lead agency for the proposed
[action, he shall request the lead agency to prepare the environ-
mental impact statement and the responsible official shall
provide assistance in preparing the statement in his atea of
juriédiction and expertise. The responsible official or officials
shaillpﬁblicly announce the decisiﬂn to pfepare an envirdnmental
impact statement as soon as practicable after such decision is
made.

{c) When a county department is acting upon a proposed
action for which an adequate environmental impact statement has

previously been prepared by such county department or another
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county department or by a non—countyvagency pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 or the State Environ-
mental Policy Act, the county department may utilize such state-
ment in its own raview process for the proposed actlon currently
underxr consideration. The responsible official for the county
department may also supplement the impact statement with its own
further comments and the comments from other county departments.
(d) For actions other than those categories of actions
exempted in accordance with the provisions of Sectioﬁ 9 of this
ordinance, the responsible official of the lead agency shall for
each proposed major action prepare an environmental impact state-
ment or, where the action is determined not to be major oY to
have no sxgnlflcant env1ronmental impact, the responsible_officia]
shall prepare 2 declaratlon of no significant impact in accord;

ance w1th the prov151ons of Section 8 of this ordinance.

SECTION 4. PROPOSED ACTIONS REQUIRING A DETERMINATION
0 TF1CANCE. '

¥ ENVIRONMENTAL SIGN

The following actions, unless qualified for categorical
exemption under Section 9 of the ordinance, require a determinati
of environmental significance and, when such actions are mejor
and significantly affect the quallty of the environment, they
require the preparatlon of an environmental impact statenent:

(a) Recommendations OT favorable reports relating to
‘county council 1egislation, including but not limited to amendmne
of the zoning code, zoning reclassifications, planned unit devel
ments, plats. and unclassified use permits;

(b) .Projects and act1vxt1es directly undertaken by t!

county or onée of its departments, including put not limited to

capital 1mp:ovement projects;
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(c) Permifs, franchises, leases, and other entitlementd
for use granted by the county for projects énd activities of
substantial scope and magnitude undertaken by persons, non-

éounty agencies and the county.

SECTION 5. CRITERIA FOR ACTIONS SIGNIFICANTLY AFFECT-

(a} Proposed actions where any of the following condi-

tions are found to exist may significantly affect the quality of

the environment:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

1700

ING THE QUALITY OF THE ENVIRONMENT.

actions which result in substantial and'long—
term increases in the existing level of air,

water or noise pollution in the vicinity of the

subject project or activity;

actions which result in the destruction or im-.
pairment of resources such as lakes, rivers,
streams, marine water, and other shorelines;

actions which have a substantial adverse effecit
on wildlife habitats, fish and wildlife, uniq
and fragile vegetation; ur

actions which cause a substantial change in the
type and intensity of land use, population disf
tribution and public services and facilities ih
the vicinity of the subject project or activitly

actions which directly or indirectly cause the
relocation of a sizable number of persons;

actions which are materially incompatible with
the county comprehensive plan and zoning code;

actions which cause substantial harm to a publlk
park or other recognized area of public recrea
tion or to an important historical or cultural
resource;

actions which present a potential and serious
threat to the health or safety of the general
public;

actions which have serious adverse effects,
direct or indirect, upon numerous natural
resources. .

~

(o]
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(b) 1In détermining whether an environmental impact state
ment should be prepared, the following considérations should be
taken into account:

(1) the overall, cumulative direct and indirect
impact of the action proposed and of further
“actions contemplated as a result of this
action;

(2) the importance of the action in terms of pre-
cedent for action in much larger cases or for
other forseeable similar actions individually
limited but cumulatively significant;

(3) the conflicts of the action with adopted
national, state, regional, or local plans
or policies;

(4) the poséibility of reasonable and appropriate

alternatives to the action that would have
less adverse environmental impact.

SECTION 6. CONTENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS.

(a) The following points are to be covered, succinctly
and in a form easily understood, in the environmental impact
statements required by this ordinance:

(1) sSummary sheet: The statement shall contain at the

: beginning a brief summary sheet indicating whether
the statement is a draft or final, the sponsoring
agency, the type of proposed action, the review
period for comments (if a draft statement), the
agencies from whom comment is requested and, at the
option of the responsible official, a brief summary
of the environmental impact of the proposed action
and the alternatives. ’

(2) fThe Proposed action: The statement shall con-
tain a description of the proposed action or
actions. In the case of specific projects, this
statement shall include the name of the project
and its location, a description of the project's
physical characteristics, the objectives of the.
project, the cost and timing of the project, and
the primary governmental approvals needed to carry
out the project. When relevant, maps and other
graphic descriptions should be provided.

1

(3) Existing conditions: 'The statement shall con-
tain a description of the conditions and fea-
tures of the existing setting for the proposed
action. The description shall include the
natural and manmade elements of the area, with
emphasis on on the unusual aspects of the area.
Legal, policy and institutional constraints

relevant to the proposed action should be
identified. .




W O NN D W N woh

NN N NN NN R R e e e e [ I B W
&gﬂgggﬁmmauwwommqmmhuwwo

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

‘environmental impact of the proposed action.

Alternatives to the proposed action: The state-
-ment shall include a description of appropriate

- 1700

Environmental impact: The statement shall con-
tain an analysis of the reasonably foreseeable
beneficial and adverse impacts of the proposed
action on the environment. The analysis should
include both direct and secondary significant
consequences on the natural features of the
area, on the various life forms, and on the
human uses of the area. Both quantitative and
qualitative information should be included. ,
The amount of detail provided in this and other
parts of the statement should be commensurate
with the magnitude and expected impact of the
action and with the amount of information
required for the particular decision under
consideration. The statement may refer to and
incorporate by reference any recent studies,
reports and other documents describing the

Any unavoidable adverse environmental effects:

The statement shall include a brief section
summarizing in one.place any probable adverse
environmental effects which cannot be reduced

in severity or which can be reduced in severity
but not eliminated. Measures which would have

a mitigating influence on the adverse effects of
the proposed action should be described, along
with an explanation of the measures' effectiveness
and the likelihood of their being implemented.

and reasonable alternatives to the proposed
action, whether or not all such alternatives lie
within the department's authority. The kinds

of alternatives described should include, where
relevant, (a) the alternative of taking no
action, (b) alternatives requiring actions of

a significantly different nature which would
provide similar benefits with different environ-
mental impacts, and (c) alternatives related to
different designs or details of the proposed
action, which would Present different environ-
mental impacts. The alternatives need not occupy
a distinct section of the statement if they are
otherwise adequately covered under the other
points of the statement.

Relationship between local short-term uses of
man_s environment and the maintenance and
enhancement of long-term productivity: The
statement shall include a brief description of the
cumulative and long-term effects of the proposed
action which narrow the range of future bene-
ficial uses of the environment or pose long-term
risks to health or safety. This section of the
statement shall include, where appropriate, an
analysis and assessment of the economic and
technical benefits of the proposed action, together
with an estimate of the costs of any delay in
carrying out the proposed action or any alternative.
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(8) Any irreversible and irretrievable commitments
of resources: The statement sShall include a )
description of the kind and quantity of resources

permanently committed, for the present and the
future, as a result of the proposed action.

(9) ° Comments of public agencies and the public;
studies and reports: The final impact state-
ment shall include a list of the agencies and
persons from whom comment was requested and
copies of the substantive written comments
received on the draft (or summaries thereof
where response has been exceptionally
voluminous). This section of the statement
should include a description of any public
.participation in the planning of the proposed
action. The final statement should respond to
salient review comments either in the text of
the other sections of the statement or in this
comment section. In either this section or the
other relevant sections of the statement, the
major studies, reports and other documents used
-in the preparation of the statement should be
cited.

(b) A single environmental impact statement prepared by
the county or a non—county‘agency shall cover more than one pro-
posed action when the responsible official determines that the
actions are related either geographically or as logical parts in al
chain of céntemplated actions. A singie environmental impact
statemént can also be used to provide a.thorough consideration of
impacts, alternatives, and policy questions common to actions
within the same program. When the responsible official so
determines, such statements can also be used to supplement impact
statements covering a single action.

(c) In the determination_and consideration of environ-
mental impact in respect to a proposed action, the responsible
pofficial may utilize the expértise of personnel in»other county
Hepartments and non-county agencies as wellvas their studies,_test:
and other relevant information. The responsible official may also
arfange for contracts with consultants and other experts outside
of county govefnment to assist him in the determination and con-
siaeration of environmental impacts and in the preparation of

environmental impact statements.

- 10 -
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SECTION 7. DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENTS ;
: PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT; PREDPARATION TIME
LIMITS,

(a) Prior to making a final environmental impact‘state-
ment, the responsible official of the applicable county department
shall consult with and obtain the comments of any appropriate
local, state or federal agencies which have jurisdiction by law ox
special expertise with Y¥espect to the envirommental impact 1nvolved
in the action and which respond within the reasonable comment
period provided by this ordinance. Duplicative consultation shéll‘
be avoided. The responsible official shall also give persons .
affected by the proposed action an opportunity to comment on the
draft statement in writing duriﬁ§>the comment period when they so
request in writing.
| (b) Suoh oonsultation ma& be accomplished by circulating
a draft environmentel iﬁpact statement to the appropriate agencies
for their review and comment. County departments seeking the
comment of otﬁer agencies'and persons on a draft statement shall
allow a reasonable comment period of thirty‘(30) days for reply,
after which.it shall be presumed, unless a non-county agency or
person consulted requests in Writing and is granted e specified
extension of time for good cause shown {not to exceed thirty (30)
days), that the agency Or person consulted has no comment to make.
(c) Agencies with jurlsdlctlon by law with respect to
any’ environmental impact involved in the proposed action include
those agencies with responsibility for funding or implementing the
action, agencies which.are required by law to feview or give their
_Rpproval to the actlon or to some significant aspect of the action
in order for the action to be 1mplemented and agencies which are
authorized by law to develop and enforce environmental standards i$

respect to the action.

-11 -
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(d) The responsible official seeking comment shall
determine which agencies of pérsons are apprqpriate to consult on
the'basis of thelr jurisdiction by law or special expertise. _

(e} Public notification of a dréft environmentﬁl.impact
statement's availability duriné the review aﬁd comment period shal
be accomplished through an announcemént to any news media of
general exposure in the area to be affécted by the proposed‘actior
Draft environmental impact statements shall also be made availabld
for inspection by the public and, subject to reasonable fees to
cover rebroduction costs, avéilable'for purchase.

(£) The responsible‘official shall prepare and file

the environmental impact statement expeditiously and as soon aftey]

order to avoid undue delays in completing the review process for
the proposed action. 1In the casé of applications by persons and
non-county agencies, the responsible official shall prepare and
circulate for comment a draft environmental impact statement
within thirty (30) days df_receipt from the.applicant of the
information requested pursuant to Section 11 of this ordinance;
the responsible official shall prepare and file the final environ-
mental impact statement within thirty (30) days of completion of
the draft comment period. For proposed actions that are unusually
large or significant in terms of magnitude or the area affected,
the responsible official may request a waiver by the person or
non-county agency applicant of thé time periods set forth hefein;
or the responsible official may apply fo the county e#ecutive for
extension of time, providing‘five days'.noéice to the applicant
and a copy of such request to the applicant, and the county execu-
tivé, for good cause specified in writing by the responsible
official, may grant such extension inbincreménts of thirty (30)
days. It shall not be considered "good cause" in the meaning of
this section merely to show that all agencies or persons consulted

have not responded or have asked for additional

‘the determination of environmental significance as is feasible in |

in

-12 -
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time or that the responsible official has been unable to complete

the impact statement because of lack of pereonnel or funding.

SECTION 8. DECLARATIONS OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT.

(a) The declaration of no significant impact is a writte:
record of the responsible official's determination that a specifid
‘proposed action is not major or will have no significant effect on
the quality of the environment. The declaration shall contain a
brief summary of: the proposed action and the reasons for his

conclusion that the action is not major or does not have signifi-

*

cant impact. The declaration may be a separate document or a
separate and ‘distinguishable pa;é-of a regular project report.

(b) The responsible official may but is not required tq-

circulate the declaratlon, for review and comment, to any appropri
ate local, state or federal agencies with Jurlsdlctlon by law or
special expertise with respect to the environmental impact
1nvolved. The declarations shall be made publicly available.

(c) The declaration may be based upon and inccrporate
by reference other etudiee related to the proposed action,
including environmental impact statemente or other declaracions
prepared pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act of

1969 and the State Environmental POlle Act of 1971.

SECTION 9. CATEGORICAL EXEMPTIONS.

(a) Responsible officials shall request of the county
executive and county council a categorlcal exemptlon from the
requirement for a further determination of'significance, the
preparation of an impact statement or the preparation of a
declaration of no significant impact in the case of actlon cate-
gories which the responsible official believes do not potentially
have a significant effect on the quallty of the environment.

Actions that vary by name or technical identification, yet have

- 13 -




10

11
12

13

14
is
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

1?00

similar physical and socio-economic effects, can be grouped
together for purposes of establishing‘action éategories.
(b) It is anticipated that categorical exgmptions will
be determined appropriate for actions of the following nature:
(1) actions on permits or renewﬁls of permits of
. a routine nature;

(ii) actions consisting of the repair, maintenance
or minor alteration of existing public or ‘
private structures, utilities, facilities or
mechanical equipment;

(1ii) actions consisting of the construction and
location of—éinglé small structures and
facilities such as single family residences,
auplexes, apartments, stores and offices;

(iv) actions consistiﬁg of minor alterations in
the use of land such as variances and short
subdivisions;

(v) actiéﬁs consisting of basic data collection
and résearch;

(vi) actions consisting of inspection and

. enforcement; and

(vii) other similar actions.

Such exemptions shall be presented to and approved by the County
Council within one hundred thirty (130) days after enactment of
this ordinance. The exemptions approved shall take effect one
hundred thirty (130) days after enactment of this ordinance.

(c) A request for a categorical exemption shall
describe the action category, the nature of the impacts which
can be anticipated from any actions in such category, locations
ox types of environments in which the exemption would not apply,
the measures or conditions which are routinely included as part
pf the acﬁion by the department in order to avoid or mitigate any

potential environmental harm, the frequency of occurrence of -
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actions in this category, and the reasons for concludlng that no
signlflcant impact is anticipated from any actlons in such
category.
| (d) Prior to the request for a categorical exemption,
the responsible official shell consult with and obtain the comments
of any appropriate local, state or federal agencies with jurisdicF
tion by law or special expertise with respect to the env1ronmenta1
impact involved in the action category. eThe request for a
categorical exemption shall also be made available to the public.
Consultation should seek suggestions as to any additional mitiga- |*
tion measures or conditions which should normally be included as
pert of the action and seek ideﬁfification of specific circumstandes
which, if present, would cause the action to have a significant
effeet upon the qualitf of the environment. The respensible
official requesting the-categorical exemption shall review the
commente received from the agencies consulted and the public and
shall, when he deems it appropriate, revise the description of the
action category and the request for a categorical exemption.

(e) Based upon fhe request for a categorical exemption,

the consultation with appropriate agencies,»the public input, and

the county executive's own review_of the request, the county execu
tive shall submit his recommendation to the county council, which
shall by ordinande grant or deny the request subject to whatever
modifications or qualifications the council deems necessary. The
county executive, on his own initiative or at the request of the
council, shall cause periodic review of the categorical exemptions
granted and may recommend to the council addltlons, deletions or

modifications of the exemptions.

- 15 -
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SECTION 10. USE OF IMPACT STATEMENTS IN REVIEW
PROCESSES OF COUNTY, EMERGENCIES.

(a} The responsible officials of each county departmend
shall determine, subject to review of the county executive, at
what stage in the development and review of a proposed action the
determination of environmental significance will be made and an
environﬁental impact statement prepared, if one is required. The
proposal should be at a sufficient stage of contemolation or plan-
ning that its principal features can be reliably identified in
terms of alternative locations, size, quantities and types of
natural resources involved, ohanges in land use, and general areasg
of the community ana population that may be affected. The consideda-
tion of environmental impact should begin at the earliest feasiblé
time. To the maximum extent practicable no major decision on an
action for which an environmental .impact statement is required by
the county is to be taken sooner than fifteen (15) days after the
finallenv1ronmental impact statement has been completed and made

available to the county executive, the state department of ecology|,

(b) When required to be prepared, the environmental
impact statement or declaration of no eignificant impact shall
accompany a proposed aotion thtough the existing review processes
of the county. The responsible official and other county decision
makers shall give'appropriate'consideration to the environmental
impact statement or declaration of no significant impact, along
with social, economic and technical considerations, in makino a
decision on the proposed action. As new information relating to
the environmental impact of a proposed actibn is acquired, the
responsible official may supplement the final environmental impact
statement or declaration of no significant 1mpact. If the
responsible official determines that the nature of the proposed

action has substantially changed from the time at which he prepared

=1 final impact statement the responsible official may revise the

- 16 -
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impact statement and, if he determines. that it is necessary,
recirculate it to the appropriate agencies for'their review and
comments. If a declaration of no significant impact was initially
prepared for a proposed action, the responsible official may at
any time:in the review process determine that, due to a subsfantiel
change in applicéble law or regulations or in the nature of the
proposed action or-due to a material failure by an applicant to
provide requested information, an’environmental impact staﬁement
shall be prepared to accompany the proposed actien through the
remainder of the exiséing review proéesses of thé county. Such
a redetermination of éignificance shall be subject to review by
the county executive, and in thé case of actions involving
applications by private persons and non-county agencies the
applicant shall be givén the opportﬁnity to submit written
comment to the county executive.

(¢) Where emergency circumstances make it neceséary
to take immediate action with significént environmeptal impact,
the responsible officialfshall consult with the county executive
who shall héve the power to approve of necessary.alternative
afrangements'which need not be subject to-all ihe'érovisions of -

this ordinance.

SECTION 11. ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REQUIRED FROM
. APPLICANT.

Upon acceptance of any application for county action
filed by a person or non-county agency, the responsible official
may allow the applicant to provide an environmental assessment
of the proposed action and may require the information, studies
and tests reasonable and necessary to assist the.responsible
official in making an analysis of the environmental impact of the
proposed action and én analysis of alternatives to the proposed
action. The responsible official shall not require information,

studies or tests which require an unreasonable expenditure of
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money by fhe applicént in relation to the cost and nature of the,
proposed project or activity. This requirement shall be uniforml
and fairly applied within the same catégories of actions. The
applicant- should be informed of the information which hé will be
réquired to submit pursuant to this section at the time the
responsible official makes his determination of énvironmental
significance. The responsible official may refuse to process and
consider the application if the applicant fails to provide the
required information, but such refusal‘shall require the coﬁnty
executive's review and approval after providing the gpplicant an
6pportunity to submit written comment to the county executive.
The decision of the county-exeéﬁfive shall be final unless,
within twenty (20) days of the county executive's written decisio
the applicant files an'appeal with the board of appeals who

shall have the authority to hear‘and decide such appeal in
accordance with the same rules and procedures followed for
variances and conditional use permits under King County Code
Chapter 21.58. The coun£y shall cooperate in making relevant

information available to the applicant.

SECTION 12. COUNTY REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENTS PREPARED BY OTHER LOCAL ¢ STATE
OR FEDERAL AGENCIES.

All requests by other local, state or federal agencies,
for consultation and comment by céunty departments with respect td
any environmental impact involved in the proposed actions of such
agencigs shall be referred to the county executive.'.The county
executive shall provide for the distributién of the requests to
those county departments which the county executive determines
have jurisdiction by law or have special expertise with respect tg
the environmental impact involved in the proposed action. The

review by county departments should not be duplicative.
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from the final date of publication of the notice of action

SECTION 13. NOTICE OF ACTION TAKEN.

Notice of any final action taken by‘the county in
respect to any project or activity of a private person which is j
hajor action significantly affecting the quality of the environ-
ment shall be published, at the private applicant's expense, in a
form approved by the county. Such publication shall be made on
the same day of each week for two consecutive weeks in a news—

paper of general circulation in the county.

SECTION 14. JUDICIAL AND OTHER REVIEW.

{a) BAny action to set aside, enjoin, review, or other-
wise challenge any action by tﬁé-céunty with respect to projects
or activities of private persons which are determined to be major
actions significantly affecting the quality of the environment,
on grounds of noncompliance with'the State Environmental Policy

Act or this ordinance, shall be commenced within sixty (60) days

provided in Section 13 of this ordinance, or be barred.

(b) Any action to set aside, enjoin, review, or other-
wise challenge any other action by the county taken pursuant to
this ordinance, on the grounds of noncompliance with the State
Environmental Policy Act or this ordinance, shall be commenced
within the applic;ble time limits brovided by state law or county
ordinance for appeals from decisions by the county or the county
board of appeals.

-{c) In any action involving an attack on a determinati¢n
made by the county or a responsible official of the county relating
to the environmental significance of an action or category of
actions or relating to the adequacy of an environmental impact
statement, the‘determinatioh by the county or a responsible

official of the county shall be accorded substantial weight.
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SECTION 15. FURTHER DEPARTMENTAL PROCEDURES;

(a) Each county department shall develop and present
to the county éxecutive for appfoval, within ninety (90) days of
the effective date of this section, its own formal procedures
to implement this ordinance. The procedures shall, among other

things, provide the following:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

{5)

(6)

(7)

1760

REGULATIONS BY COUNTY EXECUTIVE.

identify the specific categories of depart-
mental actions which may potentially have a
significant effect on the quality of the
environment so as to require an action by
action determination of environmental
significance and possibly the preparation
of an envirommental impact statement;

identify the specific categories of depart-
mental actions which do not potentially
have a significant effect on the quality of
the environment and which the responsible
official believes qualify for categorical
exémption pursuant to Section 9 of this
ordinance;

set forth checklists for each category of
departmental actions identified in (1) above
listing the full range of potential impacts
involved in the typical action within such
category;

describe the existing departmental or
county-wide review and decision process for
each category of departmental actions iden-
tified in (1) above and indicate precisely
when in such review process a determination
of environmental significance will be made,
an environmental impact statement drafted, if
one is required, other agencies and persons
consulted, and a final environmental impact
statement filed, if one is required;

identify the county departments and other
local, state or federal agencies appropriate
to consult in respect to the typical action
within the categories of departmental
actions identified in (1) and (2) above;

indicate the manner in which the public
will participate in and be given timely
information regarding actions with poten-
tially significant environmental impact.

indicate changes or modifications in
application forms and procedures and
changes in the review process necessary
to implement this ordinance.
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*

(b) The cohnty executive shall have authority to
approve, disapprove, or moaify the proceduresvof county depart;
ments developed pursuant to this section to insure their consis-
tency with this ordinance and to make-orders and regulations
relating to tﬁe implementation-by county departments of the State
Environmental Policy Act aﬁd this ordinance. The orders and
regulations of the.coﬁﬁty executive to establish procedures for
the county executive's review functions pursuant to Section
3(a), Section 7(f), Section.10(b) and_Sectioﬁ 11 of this ordinénce
shall become effective only upoh the county council's approval by
motion.

{(c} Every county deﬁgftment shall maintain and periodif

cally update a public master list indicating:

(1) actions for which a final environmental impact
statement has been published;

(2) actions for which an environmental impact
statement is in progress;

(3) actions for which a declaration of no signifi-
cant impact has been prepared; and

(4) actions for which a categorical‘exemption has
been approved.

(d) Every county department-should periodically review
its own procedures and revise them as necessary to imprbve imple-
mentation of the State Environmental Policy Act. In addition,
éach department should monitor the‘cost of preparing environmental]
impact statements and the time required for decisions on actions
for which environmental impact statements are required, measured
from the time of original application or initiation.to final

decision on the action.

SECTION 16. APPLICATION TO EXISTING ACTIONS.

To the maximum extent practicable, the requirements in
this ordinénce relating to thevpreparation of environmental impact
statements or declarations of no significant impact should be
applied to proposed actions initiated prior to the_effectivg date

- 21 -

-



O 0O N O »n & W N

E &

12
13
14
1s
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

3

1700

of the complete ordinance where final county approval has not
occurred prior to the effective date of the.complete ordinance.
In those cases where a declaration of no significance or an
environmental impact étatement is prepared pursuant to this
ordinance, such declaration or statement shall accompany the

action through the remainder of the existing review process.

SECTION 17. SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this ordiﬁénce or its application
to any person or circumstance is declared unconstitutional or'
invalid for any reason, such decision shall not affect the

validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.

SECTION 18. EFFECTIVE DATE.

Sections 9, 13 14 and 15 shall become effective ten (1
days after enactment of this ordinance. The remainder of the

ordinance shall become effective one hundred thirty.(130) days

~after its enactment.

INTRODUCED AND READ for the first time this /@77 day

PASSED this 4{&5 day of ;;445 , 1973

KING COUNTY COUNCIL
KING\COUNTY, WASHINGTON

ATTEST:

ety 7. B

Depetl Administravor-Clerk

King County Council

APPROVED this gﬂz day of
2, 7 2‘? =
é;;gftounty Ex??ﬁtive

“ i =22 -
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D )




